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ROLET CLUB of AMERICA.

fully accepted by the editor.

Welcome to Columbia River Region VCCA ‘s monthly nevsletter.

The ROYAL MAILis the monthly newsletter of the COLUMBIA RIVER BEON OF THE VINTAGE CHEV-

individual contributors and may not necessarilyrespnt the REGION or NATIONAL VCCA. Information ma
be reprinted in other newsletters when proper tiedjiven. Articles, information, restoration gipwill be grate-

HOBBY and to maintain membership in the NATIONALNTAGE CHEVROLET CLUB OF AMERICA.

Information contained in ¢l ROYAL MAILrepresents views and opinions of th

Membership requirateeare to actively support and promote THE OLD CA

NEXT MEETING:
Tuesday, 8:00 P.M.

September 6, 2011
Oregon Stamp Society
4828 NE 3% Ave.
Portland, OR

WELCOME

We hope you will

enjoy reading about our activities and will seek tqgoin our group.
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“SUCKER" David Director

Yep, it was a pretty car. Linda bought it with her teaching |
money just before we got married. A marcon and white Bel-
Aire 4 door, our first automatic and only 17,000 miles. Well, 8 !
we took it to Montana that summer (1960) and drove it around keeping it
all washed up and polished. On days off from the sawmill I did the oil
changes, installed a new set of white walls
and even changed plugs on that snappy little
283 engine. It's a goed thing we kept it po-
| lished because the wedding attendants put all
kinds of writing on the hood and trunk and
sides. Though the sign justly conveys that I
S i | was a sucker, but the ‘sucker’ part was not
getting it washed off the day after the wedding. That white shoe polish
had no pity on our paint and you could make out the word ‘sucker” until the
day I sold it. We probably got 18 ~ 20 mpg but I decided 1 wanted some-
thing that ran cheaper and bought a 1961 Rambler 440 Classic from my
dad. A six cylinder, three speed with overdrive. We only paid .23 cents a
gallon for gasoline, you know? Yep,T was still a
sucker. It got good mileage alright but the engine
couldn't take the beating I gave it and I traded it
off for my first 1958 Impala. Now we were talk-
ing. That creature cruised at 80 {348 with power-
glide) and made several cross country trips for us. Actually the only prob-
lem I remember w;th the car was that we couldn’t keep front wheel bear-
Bl ings in it. This is probably the car I'd like to have
B back in my garage of all the rigs I've owned. Dream
I away, David!l Hope you enjoyed the Mini-Meet!
| Thanks to the WV VCCA for making it so enjoyable!

Page 3



Ten local members, including Bruce and Cindi, Brae S. , Bruce and Carol , Ray and Mary, Jim, and N and Barb, trav-
eled approximately 2500 miles to the beautiful Hougton Lake area of North Central Michigan for a invitingly scenic and var-
ied-interests tour for four- and six-cylinder Chevys. What a tour! Organized by Jim Farris (part ofthe master team of Meleo
and Farris who have so artfully planned past annufour- six-cylinder western states tours) and deghed and planned by Mr.
Chevrolet himself and Houghton Lake native Pinky Radall, expectations for an exceptional tour did nogo unfulfilled. It was
four days of driving bliss and Chevy sightseeing #t included a lot more than just the beauty of natte, though nature was
extraordinary. Pinky has one of the most interestig and captivating collections of Chevy memorabiliacars, and shops any
car-man would envy. (At the 58' Meet, we later saw a lot of his former collectiomow housed in the GM Heritage Museum in
Flint, Michigan.)

The tour began July 11 with a welcome ice cream sat at Pinky and Joyce Randall's lovely home and “maseum.” It was a
delight to see all the paraphernalia they've collded over the past sixty plus years. It was a tredb see the polished, eye candy
divine 1914 Royal Mail. OOOOOH was all most coulditter as they walked around it and admired the fanastic vintage vehi-
cle. The “museum” itself gave us the feel of an algarage with its neon signs, metal signs, replicadoor and window facades,
and cases full of fun things to look at.....all Chewyelated. The weather was warm and comfortable andhe camaraderie of
both old and new friends made for the perfect start to a grat tour.

Tuesday morning took us on a 105-mile round trip tar of the famous Hartwick Pines area, with lunch amng the pines at
Hartwick Pines State Park-- a delicious box lunch wh homemade bread so thick we really needed larggaws...... no slacking
in the generous portions with this lunch. The coutnyside drive was punctuated by an interesting stomt an Auto Electric shop
to both show off our vehicles and see the owner'sltection of (dare we say it?) Mustangs. They wergo happy to see us...our
cars not only lined a long treed drive, but were @o parked in amongst the trees in green grass—it aly made for a great
scene. We were greeted with lots of hot coffee,ilbbd bottled water, and a variety of delicious donts—the really good kinds!
..... YUMMO, as Rachael Ray would exclaim. They neayl begged us to stick around longer and hated to sess hit the road
again...... what great hospitality and enthusiasm. Oulunch stop also offered a delightful walking pathto see an antique log-
ging museum, a lovely arboretum, and a woodland clpel. It was such a treat to meander the paths. Aather highlight of the
day’s tour was passing through the boyhood home afctor Charlton Heston in St. Helens, Michigan not @egon!
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The mid-week tour was arranged in two parts. The rarning portion wound through Amish countryside, soyou can imag-
ine the neat farms, homes, and fields we passed afpthe way. Along the route our attention was draw to several now
defunct historical bars, “joints” and local hangouts. Michigan was a pretty rowdy place much to ourwwprise. The juxta-
position of Amish, X-rated outdoor movies, toplesfints and bars was a mind-bender. Talk about irgresting history......
off-color, but there was a lot of green going arout+--and not just nature’s! The morning ended withanother delicious box
lunch at the “estate” of Dallas Tevis, who also had nice collection of cars out in the grass for owiewing pleasure....these
were mostly hot rods, but lovely. The lake (with etertaining turtles), covered bridge and inviting tree-shaded lawns were
the perfect place for a relaxing lunch and visit. The tour picture of all the participating cars wastaken in the open yard
area. That's a production everyone should see agdst once. It's the art of parking for optimum gght of camera lens of
all cars involved.....no easy task.

The afternoon portion was a driving tour through mare forest areas and a stop at the Michigan State Fiman’s Memo-
rial.....a large and well laid out multi-level park with plaques and statue. Very impressive. The dagnded with a spec-
tacular drive through a lush white birch forest....waody, filtered sun through multi-green leaves, glimpes of creeks....... it
was memorable. No wonder this particular drive idabeled as a “Natural Beauty Road.”

Thursday was a half-day tour with optional afternom activities. The tour encompassed a scenic drivaound Houghton
Lake and through some of the summer and exquisitekeside residences. It was leisurely—a great way spend a beauti-
ful morning. Might | mention here, that the weathe in the Houghton Lake area was fantastic.....no woner it's such an in
-spot for summer vacations.

The afternoon was more or less divided by gendehough there were many cross-gender choices made iasurned out.
The choices were 1) a visit and tour of Pinky’s shps which included four or five buildings filled with vintage cars and a
shop area. It was pretty impressive seeing it aland 2) a visit to the largest arts and crafts ste in Michigan and/or an-
tique stores. Hmmm....choices all the way around.

Thursday night, the local Methodist Church was thevenue for a church chefs’ catered dinner and the aards banquet. It
was a feast of food....all homemade. Lots of presations, recognitions, and joking around pervaded th event. It was one
swell way to end a most enjoyable tour. This wake 20" Annual 4-6 cylinder tour with about 77 in attendance.
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Area Three Report

By Ken

Wow: A lot has happened since my last report. | hawehmsed a life long collection of 20’s stuff
from a member, | have returned from our 50th amsagy meet in Flint, it is know official that Med-
ford Oregon will be the site of our 2016 Nationaety and we have a new G&D with new editors.

Let me start with the $Danniversary meet. Do not hold me to the numbetsitea three had about
70 members attend. The Facts and figures areagtiling in. At one time there were about 1600 peo-
ple at the meet. Members from all over the wortdrated. | met members from, Germany, Australia,
Sweden, among others. They alone had around 3Qbe abtal international membership attend. The
draw was the 10Danniversary of Chevrolet and the"s@nniversary of the VCCA. The town opened
it up to us. We got to see the Chevrolet/GMC traskembly line, GM proving grounds, Mansions of
previous GM early big wigs, museums, and an eveafngany of the cars lined up blocking off one
of the famous city streets one evening. There veagma lack of something to do. We were on the
news every day with U-Tube as well as local newdo® is a link to one of the videos made by one
of our board members. There were too many to capyflyou would like to see more just contact
me. http://www.youtube.com/user/KaydenesKorner

Know the best part. It was mentioned at the banthattwe were all together with 1600 of our clos-
est friends. Even though we all did not personal rach other we did feel like family. | am so proud
of area three for our showing and the help we giedi Steve and the Filling Station was the largest
contributor to the event. The meet was not witheatne down sides. A couple of our members
started out from home driving and their cars did make it, one modern one and one collectable.
They had to leave them and come to the meet witthairt cars. One member ended up in the hospi-
tal to stabilize some health issues but got ouglqust fine. |1 am Sad to Say that while at theeme
Steve and Else got the worst news any parendamt| their youngest son had passed away.

The bottom line; “You had to be there” | am looking forward to thMeni Meet in Silverton Or. |
plan to be there and again meet up with some oflogest friends. At this meet | plan to give a more
complete update of the meet in Flint.

If you have your new G&D you know that Medford Heeen selected to be the site of the 2016 Na-
tional meet site. It so happens that the seleat@mnmittee was asked to look at sites in the North-
west. This was among one site we looked at andwewmnded. The board in April overwhelmingly
approved our first choice. What does this meana Alneee will be asked to do most of the work to
put on this meet. | know we are up to it. Withallyour help we can make this an event that every-
one will be boasting about for years to come. Criagde is at the center of our target. After theimi
meet | am planning to go to Crater Lake and drhverbad from there down to Medford. The 2012
Board meeting will be in Medford and plans are vegllthe way with the Visitors center to make it
happen.

My head is so full of memories of the last couplenonths, that | do not have room here to telllit a
or remember all. Please feel free to email, catartact me in anyway you see fit fopore informa-
tion. Ken
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3-MONTH CALENDAR

September-6-2011 Tuesday Columbia River Region Mery, Oregon Stamp Society
4828 NE 33rd Avenue, Portland, OR 8:00 p.m.

September-8-2011 Thursday Columbia River Region Bod Meeting 7:30 p.m.

September-10-2011 Saturday Tour to Northwest Motorgcle and Automobile Museum,
Brooks, OR

October-4-2011 Tuesday Columbia River Region Meet@) Oregon Stamp Society,
4828 NE 33rd Avenue, Portland, OR 8:00 p.m.

October-6-2011 Thursday Columbia River Region BoardMeeting 7:30 p.m.

October 7-9-2011  Friday-Sunday Beach Tour to Long &ch

November-1-2011 Tuesday Columbia River Region Meety, Oregon Stamp Society
4828 NE 33rd Avenue, Portland, OR 8:00 p.m.

November-3-2011  Thursday Columbia River Region Boal Meeting 7:30 p.m.
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. 2011 TOUR SCHEDULE

The tour schedule and tour leaders are as follows:

September 10 Powerland Don Feller

October 7-9 Beach Tour Deb Sell and Cindi Wolfe
November Red Mill Larry Thompson
December Planning Brunch Dave and Lynn Koetje
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SEPTEMBER TECH SESSION

On September 29 at 7:00 p.m. the Tech Sessiorbevitleld on License Plate Restoration. This ses-
sion will be conducted by Bill Henderson and idoheld at Clackamas Community College., just
off Beaver Creek Road in Oregon City. To be ideld in this tech session, please contact Art at
360-694-0587 or by e-mail at artsell@clear.netorrl may also be contacted at 503-650-9300 or
by e-mail at csgtstang68@bctonline.com.
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