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NEXT MEETING:                     
Tuesday, 8:00 P.M. 
December 7, 2010 
Oregon Stamp Society 
4828 NE 33rd Ave. 
Portland, OR   

WELCOME  
 

Welcome to Columbia River Region VCCA ‘s monthly newsletter.  We hope you will 
enjoy reading about our activities and will seek to join our group. 

VOLUME 42              DECEMBER, 2010         NUMBER 4 

Don’t Forget! 

 
January 8, 2011 

Awards and Installa-
tion Banquet 

Stockpot Broiler 
6:30 p. .m 

 
February 12, 2011 

Tour  
 

The ROYAL MAIL is the monthly newsletter of the COLUMBIA RIVER REGION OF THE VINTAGE  CHEV-
ROLET CLUB of AMERICA.  Information contained in the ROYAL MAIL represents views and opinions of the 
individual contributors and may not necessarily represent the REGION or NATIONAL VCCA.  Information may 
be reprinted in other newsletters when proper credit is given.  Articles, information, restoration tips, will be grate-
fully accepted by the editor.  Membership requirements are to actively support and promote THE OLD CAR 
HOBBY and to maintain membership in the NATIONAL VINTAGE CHEVROLET CLUB OF AMERICA.   
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Jingle Bell, Jingle Bell, Jingle Bell ROCK!  
       ------NNW Senior Theatre Rocks Audience with Crowd-Pleasing Perform-
ance!  

Story by Cindi  and Photos by Leigh  and Cindi  
 

If you missed this one, you missed a highly amusing and delightful afternoon of holiday spirit.  My 
guess is, some were surprisingly entertained by this very talented group….all over 55, and most 
WELL over 55.  It was amazing, upbeat, fun, and definitely high-spirited.  There were sentimental 
performances mixed with humorous selections. Many numbers brought back the nostalgia of the 
old-fashioned Christmases of years ago.  It goes without saying that we were all dazzled in more 
ways than one!  Just ask us. 
Though it was all about music, the banter and skits complementing some of the selections added 
oodles of fun.  There was definitely a lot of talent onstage.   Several of us wondered what these 
folks must have sounded like in their “ younger” prime…..that’s how talented they still are on 
stage.  The cast’s energy was catching.  Several of us found ourselves tapping our feet or swinging 
our shoulders to the music. There was even a short sing-a-long of some of the most well-known 
Christmas carols and songs.   Intermission’s conversations were mostly dotted by words of awe 
and delight. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Northwest Senior Theatre is celebrating its 20th year of performances; quite a feat since one 
must be over 55 to join the cast.  They practice for months in advance and now offer both the Holi-
day Musical and a Springtime performance.  It was announced that practices for next  May’s per-
formance begin January 11……..now that’s dedication.  One can tell they have a good time 
though……practices must be loaded with laughs.  Their musical director is quite the wit and has a 
bushel-full of talent himself.  “The ‘symphony’  that accompanies us has a great wind section, 
string section, and keyboard, but unlike the usual 60-member symphonies, we only lack about 57,” 
quipped Ray Beyer, their artist/musical director.  His shirt, tie and suspenders were a look all 
their own….but no denying in the spirit of the holidays. 
 
The theatre itself, located in what looks to be an old western town, situated at Alpenrose Dairy, is a 
great venue….created true to the time in its décor.  It’s plush red velvet, lighting, and seats, were  
were like a welcome home present,  quite inviting and comfortable.  The house was packed. 
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Those of us who attended thought it worth the trip, despite the record downpours and wind.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The tour concluded  at  Ernesto’s Italian Restaurant, only a few miles from Alpenrose.  There we 
were treated to an Italian ravioli and herbed chicken dinner…served with a delicious mixed green 
salad with all the fixings and a tasty Italian dressing, accompanied by wedges of hot, fresh Italian 
herb bread.  Dessert was an old standby:  spumoni  ice cream….just the thing after a great Italian 
meal.  We had arrived at the restaurant about an hour early…but not to worry with this group.  
Most of us gathered in the hospitable lounge where we enjoyed good conversation and camaraderie, 
a nice glass of wine or other beverage, and some complimentary pizza bites…..it was a nice time of 
relaxation.  The restaurant worked double-time and had our room and tables ready a lot sooner 
than we expected.   Everyone was thankful that our drive to the restaurant and our drive home was 
pretty much void of rain, though the streets were still plenty wet and puddled.  Thanks go to Mary 
Nell and Del  for putting together such a great afternoon/evening which allowed club members to 
simply sit back and enjoy, relax, visit, and be entertained amidst this busy holiday season’s activities.   
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Submitted by Nick 
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CHEVY CHAT ROOM  
Submitted by Joe 

 
Goffe from New Hampshire: 
 
While I have the pan down on my ‘32 working on the oil pump, is there a quick check for con rod bear-
ing condition?  I don’t have any knocks that I can hear and don’t want to make a big deal out of it if I 
don’t have to. 
 
Gene says:  
 
To inspect the condition of the babbit on each bearing, you remove the cap, push the piston up and look 
at the babbit on the rod itself as the top half gets all the pounding.   If it were mine, I would proceed to 
remove shims if necessary using the adjusting steps in the shop manual and NOT plastigage. 
 
Avid48Chevy from Texas: 
 
Our 48 Aero has 16 inch wheels with 6 hole pattern.  We recently bought another 48 that has 15 inch 
wheels. The car has not been delivered, so I am not sure of the bolt pattern. Were 15inch wheels OE on 
some 48 models?  If so, 5 or 6 hole pattern. 
 
Gene says:  The standard wheel for a 1948 was a 16” 6 hole wheel.  The option was a 15” six hole 
wheel.  About 50% of the 1948’s had the 15” wheels and a.6.70x15 tires.  1948 was the only year a 
Chevrolet passenger car used 15” six hole wheels. 
 
Joe says:  My ‘48 has 15 inch wheels and 6.70 X 15 tires.  It was assembled in St. Louis. 
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JIM AND VAL “ARRESTED” IN PENNSYLVANIA 

Story and Photo by Mary Lou 
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3-MONTH CALENDAR  
 

 
January-4-2011 Tuesday Columbia River Region VCCA Meeting 8:00 p.m., Oregon 
     Stamp Society, 4828 NE 33rd Avenue, Portland, OR 
January-6-2011 Thursday Columbia River Region VCCA Board Meeting 
January-8-2011 Saturday Columbia River Region Awards and Installation Banquet 
February-1-2011 Tuesday Columbia River Region VCCA Meeting 8:00 p.m. Oregon 
     Stamp Society, 4828 NE 33rd Avenue, Portland, OR 
February-3-2011 Thursday Columbia River Region VCCA Board Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
March-1-2011 Tuesday Columbia River Region Meeting 8:00 p.m., Oregon Stamp 
     Society, 4828 NE 33rd Avenue, Portland, OR 
March-3-2011 Thursday Columbia River Region VCCA Board Meeting 7:30 p.m. 
April 1-2-3  Friday-Sunday Portland Swap Meet 
 
*************************************************** *************** 

TOURS FOR 2011 
      
January 8, 2011  Awards and Installation Banquet 
 
February   Portland Tour 
 
March    Tour 
 
April 30   Mt. Hood Loop Tour 
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